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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have, the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1,2, 4-14 and 16-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being ' 
anticipated by Gutta (U.S. Patent 6,724,159 B2). 

As to claims 1 and 7, Gutta discloses a system (100, Fig. 1) and method for 
controlling a light source (160, Fig. 1) within an area (140, Fig. 1), the system 
comprising: 

location means (audio/video capture device 150, Fig. 1) conceived to detect a 
position of at least one person (i.e. John Smith, refer to Fig. 2) within an area (140); 

activity means (audio/video capture device 150, Fig. 1) conceived to detect a 
kind of activity (reading/sitting/bring in mail, Fig. 2) performed by the at least one person 
within the area; and 

lighting control means (lighting controller, Fig. 1 ) conceived to control the light 
source (160) within the area in response to the detected at least one person and the 
kind of activity performed by the at least one person within the area (Fig. 1 ). 
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As to claims 2 and 8, Gutta discloses the system and method further comprising 
intensity means [records 205 and 208 inside user profile(s) 200, Fig. 2] conceived to 
detect an intensity with which the kind of activity (refer to col. 3, lines 25-38) is 
performed by the at least one person and the lighting control means (lighting controller) 
is conceived to control the light source within the area in response to the detected 
intensity (Figs. 1 and 2). 

As to claim 4, Gutta discloses the system further comprising noise means 
(audio/video capture device 150, Fig. 1) conceived to detect noise [device 150 detect 
audio signal, Fig. 1] within the area and the lighting control means (lighting controller) is 
conceived to control the light source within the area in response to the detected noise 
(Fig. 1, col. 2, lines 27-30). 

As to claim 5, Gutta discloses the system further comprising motion means 
(audio/video capture device 150, Fig. 1) conceived to detect motion of the person within 
the area and the lighting control means (lighting controller) is conceived to control the 
light source within the area in response to the detected motion (Fig. 1 ). 

As to claim 6, Gutta discloses the system further comprising preference means 
(audio/video capture device 150, Fig. 1) [device 150 including user profile(s) 200 as a 
preference device, Figs. 1 and 2] conceived to determine a preference of a person [i.e. 
profile of John Smith] and the lighting control means (lighting controller) is conceived to 
control the light source within the area in response to the preference of the at least one 
person (Fig. 2). 
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As to claim 9, Gutta discloses a lighting arrangement [number of lighting device, 
refer to col. 1, lines 14-15] comprising the system (100) according to claim 1. 

As to claim 10, Gutta discloses the system wherein the activity means (150) is 
conceived to detect at least one kind of activity from the following kinds of activities: a 
person reading a book [same as reading a newspaper, refer to Fig. 2, col. 3, lines 28- 
29]. 

As to claim 1 1 , Gutta discloses the system wherein the lighting control means 
(lighting controller) is conceived to control multiple light sources (col. 2, lines 35-37) 
within the area (140) in response to the detected at least one person and the kind of 
activity (reading/sitting) performed by the at least one person within the area (Fig. 2). 

As to claim 12, Gutta discloses the system wherein the location means (video 
device 150) is configured to detect the position of the at least one person based upon 
an analysis of video images of the area (Figs. 1 and 3). 

As to claim 13, Gutta discloses the system wherein the activity means (video 
device 1 50) is configured to detect the kind of activity performed by the at least one 
person based upon an analysis of video images of the area (Figs. 1 and 3). 

As to claim 14, Gutta discloses the system wherein the location means (150) is 
configured to detect a position of at least a second person (i.e. Jane Smith, Fig. 2) in the 
area, and the lighting control means (lighting controller) is configured to control the light 
source (160) within the area in response to the positions of the at least one person and 
the at least second person [device 1 50 would detect the location of more than one 
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person and send the signal to user profile(s) 200, then lighting controller control the light 
source 160, Figs. 1 and 2]. 

As to claim 20, Gutta discloses the system further comprising intensity means 
[records 205 and 208 inside user profile(s) 200, Fig. 2] conceived to detect an intensity 
with which the kind of activity (refer to col. 3, lines 25-38) is performed by the at least 
one person and the lighting control means (lighting controller) is conceived to control the 
light source within the area in response to the detected intensity (Figs. 2). 

As to claim 16, Gutta discloses the method further comprising: 

detecting an audio signal within the area [by audio device 150, Fig. 1]; 

and controlling the light source (1 60) within the area in response to the detected 
audio signal [by lighting controller, Fig. 1]. 

As to claim 17, Gutta discloses the method wherein the audio signal is a human 
voice [it is inherently that the audio device 150 detect the audio signal including a 
human voice]. 

As to claim 18, Gutta discloses the method further comprising: analyzing 
received video images of the at least one person [by user event monitoring process 
300, Figs. 1 and 3]; and detecting the kind of activity performed by the at least one 
person within the area based at least in part upon the analysis [by user event monitoring 
process 300, Figs. 1 and 3]. 

As to claim 19, Gutta discloses the method further comprising: detecting a 
position of at least a second person within the area; and controlling the light source 
within the area in response to the position of the at least second person [device 150 
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would detect the location of more than one person and send the signal to user profile(s) 
200, then lighting controller (in Fig. 1 ) control the light source 160, Figs. 1 and 2]. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 3 and 15 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

None of the prior art teaches the system for controlling a light source and method 
further comprising "dating means conceived to determine a date and a time and the 
lighting control means is conceived to control the light source within the area in 
response to the determined date and time" (claims 3 and 15). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Sugden (U.S. Patent 5,406,176) is cited. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jimmy T Vu whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
1832. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F: 9 - 6:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Douglas W. Owens can be reached on (571) 272-1662. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (571) 
273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2800. 

JimmyVu i^/SL 

August 02, 2007 U ^M~*~ <f^>7 



